C.I aims 1 a:ic 
The Office Action of June lb, 1001, 
studied. It is believed that a.l of 
and favorable art ion is earnestly reqaes 



REMARKS 

urrently appear in this application. 



claims are allowable, 
sted. 



second paragraph 
particularly point ou 
which appli ::ar 
said to be inccmple 



Election/Restriction 

It is noted that the restriction requirement has 

, T ... > ,-. ~ m-rl v .-'aims 2-10 have been cancelled 
been maae nnal . A_ r o -ngiy, -- dil,u 

from the application. 

Reiections un der 35 U.S.C. 112 

■bairns I and 1 are rejected under 3 5 U.S.C. 112, 
oe.-ng indefinite for failing tc 
r ana distinctly claim the subject matter 
gar :1s as the in veno i :»n . Claims : and 1 are 
cause they lack a step wherein the 
ycod sample iron, the donors is tested fcr the presence of a 
,NA wdich encodes the- HTLV-I Tax P r:fein. Claims 1 and 2 are 
. Isc said to lack antecedent basis for "said subjecting step 

is positive. " 

Thi c re:) ecticn is respectfully traversed. Claim 1 
has been amended 0:. recite a step for testing samples, as well 
as to prov.ie antecedent bast, fir the positive step. 
Art. Rejections 

Claims 1 anc 2 are rejected under 35 U . 



102 (b) 



# 



Appb. No. 09/543,782 

Thjs rejection is respectfully traversed. 



hHS beer amended t:> recite that tne sample, have not been 

h . om T ,7_T H7T.v-n .tircort f:r this 

tested ror antiooaa.es to ri ± u / -l w... — • - . . 

amendment car be found in th* specification at page 16, lines 
16-1 9. There is nothing in r.ucker-Franklin et al . that 
discloses or suggests that the samples were tested for 
antibodies to HTLV-I or HTLV-II. 

In view of the above, it is r esp ec: fully submitted 
that the claims are now in condition f c r allowance, and 
favorable action thereon is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

E ROWDY AIID KEIMAF.K, P.L.h.C. 

Attorneys fcr Applicant (s) 
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1. (Twice Amended) A method of screening blood 
donors or potential blood donors for carriers of diseases or 
•conditions related to HTLV-I and/or HTLV-II infection, 
comp rising : 

testing a sample from the donor s or p otential donors 
for the presence of a DMA which enc odes the HTLV-I Tax protein 
or the HTIiV-II Tax protein; 

wherein a positive test indicates the presence of: 
■a'' HTLV-I and/or HTLV-II Tax protein; 

(b) DNA which encodes the HTLV-I Tax protein and/or 

(c) antibodies specific to the HTLV-I Tax protein 
and/or anybodies specific t:> the HTLV-II Tax protein; and 

determining that the donor is a carrier of a disease 
or condition related to HTLV-I or HTLV-II infection when said 
subjecting tegtrrog step is positive, without input from any 



